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Forest parks are one of the most important natural ecosystems of any country, which provide
various functions and services for mankind. Therefore, their preservation is considered as one of
the main goals of human activities. Nowadays, due to the role of forest park ecosystems in
attracting tourists, the evaluation of their visual quality has become very important. Aesthetic
quality is defined as the relative beauty of the landscape, which depends on the visual features
including physical, biological and man-made elements present in a place. Knowing the effective
factors and criteria in the visual quality of the image of the land, as a suitable tool for evaluating
and locating areas with aesthetic-cognitive value, can help managers and planners in the selection
and effective management of images with visual value. Therefore, the goal of this study is
assessing the visual quality of the landscape of Chaldereh forest park of Tonkaben city located in
Mazandaran province. In this research, the visual quality classification method (Q-Sort) was used
to evaluate the visual quality of the forest park. The research data was gathered in the form of a
field survey, random sampling and the completion of the Q-Sort questionnaire by 60 visitors to
the forest park. The finding of assessing the visual quality of the landscape of Chaldereh-
Tenkabon forest park with the method of visual quality classification showed that the main
criteria for improving the visual quality of Chaldereh-Tonekabon forest park include the existence
of natural features (mountains and hills), the relaxing atmosphere, open and panoramic views of
the surrounding landscapes, and criteria like the lack of integration of buildings and vegetation
and the lack of balance, visual disturbance, and man-made elements are the main reasons for
decreased landscape quality of this park.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Forest parks are one of the most important natural ecosystems of any country, which provide various functions and
services for mankind. Therefore, their preservation is considered the main goal of human activities. Nowadays, due to
the role of park forest ecosystems in attracting tourists, the evaluation of their visual quality has become very important.
Aesthetic quality is defined as the relative beauty of the landscape, which depends on the visual features including
physical, biological, and man-made elements present in a place. The landscape can be surveyed as the main factor for
determining the identification, life and environment sustainability and a means of communication among the
environment and its users. In the context, the relationship between the view and the way of perception and its
interpretation by the users is of special importance because this perception from the view has a direct relationship with
the recognition of the characteristics and aesthetic quality of the view. This issue showed the necessity of assessing the
forest parks visual quality in different places. Therefore, knowing the effective factors and criteria in the visual quality
of the image of the land, as a suitable tool for evaluating and locating areas with aesthetic-cognitive value, can help
managers and planners in the selection and effective management of images with visual value.

Materials and Methods

Chaldareh forest park is located in Mazandaran province which is 18 kilometers from the road from Tonkabon to
Dohezar. The Park was established in 2001 as the first forest park plan. The forest ecosystem of Chaldareh park is one
of the floodplain forests. Chaldareh forest park is covered with dense forests with diverse plant and animal species.
Chaldareh forest park consists of five zones, conservation, extensive recreation, concentrated recreation, reconstruction,
facilities and park office zone. The present research purpose assessment of the visual quality of the landscape of
Chaldereh forest park. Therefoure, visual quality classification method (Q-Sort) was used assessing the visual quality of
the forest park. The study data was gathered in the form of field survey, random sampling and the completion of the Q-
Sort questionnaire by 60 visitors to the forest park.

Discussion

The findings of evaluating the landscape visual quality of the Chaldereh forest park with the method of visual quality
classification showed that the main criteria for improving the visual quality of Chaldereh forest park include the
existence of natural features (mountains and hills), the relaxing atmosphere, open and panoramic views of the
surrounding landscapes, and criteria like the lack of integration of buildings and vegetation and the lack of balance,
visual disturbance and man-made elements are the main factors that this is the reason why the landscape quality of this
park has decreased.

Conclusions

The analysis of the visual environment quality has a basic role in planning and designing environment. Visual features
help people enjoy the natural and man-made environment around them and attract investment and social and economic
developments. Due to existence of mountains and hills is known by the users as the most important influencing factor in
the quality of the park’s scenery. Because the existence of mountains and hills are known by the users as the most
important influencing variables in the park's scenery quality. Therefore, any kind of interference in their natural
structure causes reduction in the visual quality of the landscape. Also, any action in this field should be done
simultaneously with maintaining and promoting the sense of place and respecting sustainable ecological principles.
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