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ABSTRACT
Tehran Air Pollution by Mold Spores andl

[ts Significance in Ca.using Allergies.

Ali Shafiee, Ph. D., Tahereh Rahmani, Pharm. D.
and Massoud Emami, Pharm. D. College of Phar-

macy. University of Tehran, Tehran - Iran

It has been known that mold spores are
important factors in causing bronchial asthma and
allergic rhinitis. It is, therefore, necessary to study

the atmosphere for the presence of these fa:tors.

Atmospheric mold count studies were carried
out in Tehran for six months starting from

September 23, 1974 to March 20, 1975. Plate

methods, using Sabouraud and Littman xgall

Agar media, were utilized to identity and count
mold spores in Tehran atmosphere. Petri clishes
were exposc ' for twenty minutes each morn.ng on
the root of the college of pharmacy, at the
University of Tehran. The plates were incubated at
room temperature tor about six days. The molds
were identitied macroscopically where possible and
by microscopic examination or both when neces-

sary.
Penicillium, Cladosporium, Yeasts were pre-

sent all six months. However, most other n-olds

existed seasonally.

18 4

In this investigation, it was found that the
seven most common molds in Tehran atmosphere
were Yeasts, Penicillium, Rhodotorula, Cladospo-

rium, Aspergillus, Alternaria and Stemphyllium.
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