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Urban

Since the 70s and especially the 90s, social and communicative dimensions have been
emphasized in both procedural planning approaches and sustainable development
studies. Despite the emphasis on the importance of linking the social-communicative
dimensions of planning and the components of sustainable development, there is no
attention to the way of linking these issues in the planning literature. As a result, it
seems, the gap between the substantive and procedural aspects of planning can be
resolved by the interaction between the procedural aspects of new planning approaches
on the one hand and the substantive goals of sustainable development on the other hand.
The main question in this study is: what relationship can be established between the
social-communicative dimensions in the new planning approaches and sustainable
development criteria? In order to answer this question, first, the basics of new planning
approaches have been collected, and then, using the qualitative content analysis method,
the social and communicative dimensions of these approaches have been understood. In
the next step, the content analysis of the key components of sustainable development
theories and guidelines was done, and finally, the explanation of the conceptual
relationship and interaction of the results of the first and second steps was deduced
using the qualitative meta-synthesis method. The findings show that the new planning
approaches, with the essence of communication, participation, and Pragmatism as a
procedure, have a good capacity to implement the criteria of sustainable development as
the substantive goal of urban planning.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Problem Statement

Since the 70s and especially the 90s, social and communicative dimensions have been emphasized in both procedural
planning approaches and sustainable development studies. Despite the emphasis on the importance of linking the social-
communicative dimensions of planning and the components of sustainable development, there is no attention to the way
of linking these issues in the planning literature. The main problem in this study originates from a gap seen in the
substantive and procedural dimensions of planning. On the one hand, sustainability as a mainly substantive approach
needs procedures and processes that facilitate its realization, and on the other hand, new planning approaches with
mainly procedural dimensions need substantive goals, which ultimately help the sustainable development and
excellence of cities and regions. The main question in this study is: what relationship can be established between the
social dimensions in the new planning approaches and sustainable development criteria? The most important goal of the
present study is to explain a conceptual framework for the interaction of the social-communicative components of
planning and the key criteria for sustainable development.

Materials and Methods

This research is placed in the category of interpretative and post-positivist research and uses abductive logic for coding
the theoretical texts of planning theory and sustainable development guidelines. Also, it has a qualitative methodology
because of the reliance on qualitative data and text interpretation methods. In this study, we try to understand the social
components used in the new planning approaches in the framework of the qualitative content analysis method. Then, by
coding the components related to sustainable urban development, the relationship between the social components of
planning and the key elements of sustainable urban development has been explained using the qualitative meta-
synthesis method. The qualitative meta-synthesis method is an interpretive integration of the results of qualitative
content analysis, which is based on the interpretative syntheses of data and gives an integrated description or synthesis
of textual data, events, and experiences.

Findings and Discussion

The interaction of planning social criteria and sustainable urban development criteria shows that achieving sustainable
urban development in various dimensions is related to planning social criteria. Based on the analyses carried out in the
qualitative meta-synthesis matrix, components such as public education, promotion of public awareness, support to civil
institutions and environmental protection, and continuous communication and interaction with social activists in the
planning process can be of great help in maintaining natural resources, control and reduce consumption and balance
economic-social development while accepting environmental limitations which is the most important goal of
sustainable urban development. Also, preparing intellectual capacities to support local planning actors, supporting local
voluntary organizations, encouraging society to be active in social activism, recognizing the views and needs of
different actors, and especially continuous social education in the planning process can play a significant role in
understanding the basic needs of city residents, realizing equality and social justice, and achieving public safety and
satisfaction, which are among the key goals of sustainable urban development.

Conclusion

In this article, an attempt was made to understand the social and communicative components of the new approaches to
urban planning and the key components of sustainable development using the qualitative content analysis method. In
the following, an explanation of the relationships between the components was presented using the qualitative meta-
composition method. The necessity of such interaction stems from the necessity of coordination between the substantive
dimension and planning procedures. If it is accepted that sustainability as a theory with high capabilities in substance
suffers from methodological and procedural weaknesses, democratic and pluralistic approaches such as communicative-
collaborative, negotiation, and pragmatist approaches as theories and procedural frameworks can fill this gap.
Therefore, if we consider the substance of sustainable urban development as one side of the coin, that side of the coin
shows the procedures based on communication, participation, and pragmatism in urban planning. As a result, it can be
argued that the interaction of social-communicative dimensions and the principles of sustainable development can help
to realize the main goals of planning in order to create more sustainable cities.
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